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Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 17th September, 1941.

Pasg
Blli: Workers' Compensatlon Act Amendment, 1R. ... 873
Motion : Obituary, iate Hon. J. Nicholson, M.L.C. 673

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 7.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

MOTION—OBITUARY.

The Late Hon. John Nicholson, M.T.C.

THE CHIEF SEORETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [7.35]: Tt is with very
deep regret that T move, without notice, the
following motion :—

That this House desires to place on record
its sincere apprecintion of the publie services
rendered to the State by the late Hon. John
Nicholson, (.B.E., whe, at the time of his
denth was a memhber for the Metropolitan

Province, and to express ity deep sympathy
with the members of his family in the irre-

parable loss that they have sustained by his
decense; and that the President he requested
to forward the foregoing resolution to the
members of the family,

Ton submitting the motion, T do so not only
as a doty devolving upon me as Leader of
the House hut as n sincere tribute to one T
was privileged to look upon as a friend.
Our late colleagne was in many respeets a
remarkable mon. Tn his professional life he
earned the esteem and econfidener of all as-
sociated with the Law, but he was partien-
Intly outstanding in the extent and varied
nature of the public services rendered by
him during a long and honourable lifetime.
He gave distingnished service to his eountry,
the Empire and his fellow-men.

As a comparatively young man he first
cntered publie life 40 vears ago as a coun-
cillor of the City of Perth and was later
honoured with the mayoralty of the Citv.
Since 1918, just 23 years ago, he was a
member of this ITouse. During that period
he played a conspicuaous part in the business
of the Chamber, and none will deny the im-
portant bearing his contributions had on

673

the legislation of the State.  During the
trying times through which we have passed
at different periods, he always displayed an
ardent desire to assist in every way pos-
sible. I think he impressed us signally with
his high sense of honour and loyalty. He
surprised us with the vigour with which he
prosecuted his viewpoint on important pub-
lic questions at a time when he could rea-
sonably have been expected to take life more
easily. He never spared himself,

Notwithstanding his many publie and pro-
fessional engagements, he found seope for
the exereize of his humantarian instinets in
his association with the Western Australian
division of the Red Cross and the Y.M.C.A.
As head of the Red Cross in this State he,
T have no doubt, provided a driving force
and gave counsel, both of which are reflected
in the splendid achievements of that body.
In addition to al! these activities, he was
associated with many other organisntions
established for the benefit of citizens gener-
ally.

He was prominently associated with his
church, and so it ean be said of him that
during the whole of his life he was actuated
by the highest possible motives. In his pass-
ing the State has lost one who gave of his
best on all oceasions, one who richly de-
served the honours that came his way, and
one whose activities will be sovelv missed.
Personally I recall his many friendly ges-
tures and the assistance he rendered to me
from time to time, 1 feel sure his memory
will be cherished by those who were pri-
vilegred to be associated with him either in
this Chamber or in eonnection with the many
aetivities to which I have already refevred.
T trust that the very high reputation and
the many aecomplishments of our late col-
league will afford some consolation {o those
he has left behind.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [7.41]:
With the Chief Secretary, 1 regret the oc-
casion for the motion of c¢ondolence he has
placed before the House. For the past 23
voars the late John Nicholson was a fellow
member of this Chamber. During that time
we learned to love and respeet him. He pos-
sessed most wonderful attributes. He was
the soul of honour. His integrity was won-
derful. He gave of his hest in every avenue,
and those avenues were many. Iis work in
this House will be found on record not only
in the pages of “Hansard” but in many Aets
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of Parlinment that he in no small measure
helped to frame on very sound lines. In
that direetion I feel, with other members of
this House, that his loss to us is very great
indeed, partienlarly when matters of a criti-
cal natore, such as often erop up here, ave
before us for consideration. At such times
we require the clear analytieal powers of a
professional man such as the late John
Nicholson to elucidate difficult points as they
arise,

Although past the middle stage of life, the
efforts he put forth in public matters were
untiring. More particularly was that mani-
fest in the realm of charitable effort. Many
such avenues of charity—some known;
very many not known—to which the hon.
gentleman gave of his best, benefited con-
siderably through his help, and that in itself
was his reward. MHis energy was untiring,
probably to an extent that took its toll on
his constitution. No man had higher re-
gard for prineiple than he, and he fought for
his principles tenaciously. Onee he arrived
at a decision on an issne—and we all know
that his degision on sueh oceasions was al-
most sure to be right—he never gave up the
fight, even though it was carried on into
the early hours of the morning. As I ve-
marked hefore, his loss to this House will
be great.

Ag a ecitizen of Perth and of Western
Australia his demise will be felt greatly.
We in this House will miss him and feel his
loss sadly. We know that there has departed
from us not only a fellow-man but a very
loyal and true friend whom it was always
a pleasure to mect. He had a hearty man-
ner with which he greeted us. If we were a
little pessimistie, he did his best to help us
out of that frome of mind,

While the foss is great indeed to his
fellow-men and to his companions in Parlia-
ment, and indeed to the State, how great
must he that loss to those who were near and
dear to him! Our hearts go out to them.
Tn him passes a very fine man indecd-—one
of the exceptions in the world. I feel that
the late Mr. Nicholson, having earried out
his duties with unswerving faithfulness, has
left an enduring mark on the publie life of
Western Australia. I support the motion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.46]: In
associating myself with the motion, my meed
of praise of the many worthy attributes and
admirable qualities of the late John Nichol-
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son will he hrict. A retrospect of my 20
years' asseciation with him  demoustrates
amply that though he had manitold virtues,
very few faults were to he found in him.
His attributes comprised approachableness,
kindliness, honesty, and stneerity cach to the
fullest cegree.  Throughout his life, it may
almost be said of him that he devoted his
whale energics to the publie wenl and the
henefit of mankind  generally.  Fxeepting
his sorrowing famity, we who knew him best
will miss kim most. Teo his family we may
say, “Though yonr loss is irreparable, muck
consolation and solace may be found in the
refleetion that throughout his lifetime yvour
Iate dear Tather was always a loving parent.”
He has passed to that houwrne from which
there is no rveturn, hut throughout his life
he was respeeted and hononred by all whe
knew him.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [748]: 1
feel impelled to add a few words to what
has heen so ably said by previous speakers,
Probably T was more intimately acquainted
with 1he Jate John Nicholson than most mem-
hevs of this Couneil. T lived in the same
Ineality, T knew him as the head of a family
of whom he was justly proud and who were,
amd will continue to be, justly proud of him.
T knew him ns a eifizen, as a memher of
(his Chamber, and as a personal friend; and
no hettor friend eounld one have than John
Nicholsen. With him there was no middle
coursr: if was either right or wrong. If it
wa~ right, ie would fight for it; if it was
wrong, he would fight against it to the last
ditech. To him it meant nothing whether the
hour was carly or late, At the end of the
session he cared not whether it was 5 o'cloek
in the afternoon or 5 o’elock in the morning;
John XNicholson would be standing there
fighting for what he thought right. I met
him on select committees and in eonferences
hetween the Houses. His one desire was to
do the right thing in the right way. As for
his nssociation with the Red Cross, to which
the Chief Sceretary has referred, not only
did the deceased gentleman take an aetive
part during this war in Red Cross effort, but
he also hore his share of similar endeavour
during the first world war. His name ia
known from Wyndham to Fsperance; in fact,
T helieve I am right in saving that it was
known all over Australia, as he had attended
Red Cross conferences in the East, and his
good work there was appreciated. Ile never
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spared himself. 1 begged him to go slow,
but it was no use trying to convinee John
Nicholson that he should go slow when he
had a duty to perform. He performed that
duty strenuously in every walk of life in
which he was interested. I do not wish to
delay the House, but I would like to ask
hon. members, nnd also the publie at large,
just to think what a good man should be.
The response would he that John Nieholson
lived up to that standard. On the life of
John Nicholson there can be only one cow-
ment, and I am quite certain that this
Chamber will agree with me that the com-
ment should be: #“Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.”

HON. J. M. DREW (Central) [7.51]: 1
rise with preat regret to rvefer to the death
of our late colleague. Mr, Nicholson was
worthy of his reputation. In him the Stato
has lost one who cestablished in the com-
nanity, from the standpoint of publie ser-
viee, a position which will he very diffienlt
indectt to fill. He was n most honourable
man, and one who had qualities that ave all
too rave. 1 had special opportunities for
forming a judgment on his charvacter. A
powerful debater, he was often opposed to
measures  which I introduced to this
Chamber, and he could sometimes be heated
as well as tenacious in his adherence to
prineiple; but never did there fall from his
lips & word that inflicted a wound. FEven
ithe most brilliant imagination econld not
place any other eonstrnetion on the attitude
My, Nicholson assumed in this Chamber.
He was very kind to me from the begin-
ning to the end of my leadership, but he
was also forbearing when I expeeted drastie
eriticism in veturn for the attitude 1
adopted. As T said before, he was very kind
to me; and it was in keeping with his natnre
that he followed the same ¢ourse in relation
{o every other member of the Chamber. In
every respect, so far as I can eall to mind,
he was a model Wwhich all members of the
Chamher eould well imitate. Mr. Nicholson
is gone, but his example remains for the
edification of avery member who enjoved his
friendship and had experience of his earecr.
T support the motion.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [7.53]:
The late Jobhn Nicholson was a friend of
every member of this House. His legislative
duties were carried out with econspicuous
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skil.  He was a keen debater, but every
memhber has at one time or another been
helped and encouraged by him, for he was
ever ready lo give guidance and advice, Mr.
Nicholson never spared himself. His keen
sense of duty has, I feel sure, been partly
responsible for his carly demise. We shall
all migs hum, for hie was & tower of strength
in this Counecil. The State has lost a won-
derful guide in Mr. Nicholson, and to fill
his place will be diffieult indeed. I person-
ally regret the loss of a friend.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[754]: I wish to he assoeinted with the
motion. T have known the late hon. gentle-
man sin¢e 1901. I remember as a young
man hoving transacted some husiness with
him. I was then struck with his fairness
in every way, and I admired the manner in
which he advised me on that occasion. From
that day until we heard last night the sad
tidings of his passing, I know of no other
man whom I value so highly because of
adviee and friendship. Tt has heen my pri-
vilege to be able to eall the late Mr.
Nieholson my friend—a personal friend and
a good friend. I bhave lived in the same
building as he for the past cight or nine
vears, and T can certify that the thoughts of
evervone in the building ieday were for the

man whom we ecalled omr friend. Mr.
Nicholson erndeared himself not only to

evervone who came in contact with him, but
also to the people of Western Australia as
a whole. I ean almost see now that delight-
ful, courteous smile with which he alwavs
met one.  TUndoubtedly his fine family, o
danghter and three sons, will gain some
solace from the glowing tributes paid tonight
to the memory of honest John Nicholson,
whom we were all proud to know as a friend.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [7.57]:
I would like to add my few words of ap-
preciation of our late collengue, the Hon.
John Nicholson, In these days when many
peaple are inclined to say things about
Parliamentarians, we can be thankful that
we had in this Chamber a man who was
absolutely above even the whisper of re-
proach. On no single oeccasion did one
ever hear the slightest hreath of adverse
opinion concerning the late Mr. Nicholson.
He was the very embodiment of dignity and
graciousness. I think I ean hest express
my thoughts when I say, that ecach of ws
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who enjoyed the privilege of sojourning
with him and meeting hin: in this Chamber,
is the richer for that evxperience,

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Meiropolitan)
{7.59]: As one of the youngest members of
this Chamber, T, too, would like to bhe as-
soctated with the motion moved by the Chief
Seevetary. My first association with the Iate
Hon, John Nicholson was during his oc-
cupaney of the position of Mayor of the
City of Perth. At that time T happened
to be Mayor of Fast Fremantle, and I he-
came associated with him in war work dw-
ing the years from 1914 to 1918. At that
time I had alveady formed the highest opin-
ion of his uprightness, his wonderful kind-
ness, and the manner in which he handled
anything with which he was connected.
Later, when T beeame a eolleagne of his
in this House as a representative of the
Metropolitan Province, he came to me and
offered—as he did to every new member and
partteularly the younger members of thig
Chamber—his help, adviee and assistance.
How faithfully he gave effeet to his offer
I think we all realise and appreciate. For
the last 11 years T have been very closely
asgociated with him not only in this House
but also in various other activities, and T
feel that T have lost not merely a colleagne
but a great personal friend. He lived a life
that should be an object lesson to us all
Tt was traly said by the gentleman why
condueted the serviee today that John
Nicholson did not dream noble things hut
did them. His death is a great loss to the
community, and we in this Chamber will miss
him.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [8.1}: I fecl
that T cannot allow the oceasion to pass
without paying a tribute to our late friend.
I suppose that only on rare oeeasions during
my 13 yenrs in this Chamber did he and T
find onrselves on the same side ou any par-
tienlar question. Noiwithstanding that we
generally clashed in our opinions, 1 can pay
a tribute fo his honesty and doggedness.
We can always appreciate those qualities
in any man. A man who stands for a prin.
eiple and is prepared to fight for if, ean
always be admired. T feel that the hon.
gentleman undermined his constitution in
recent years by the doggedness with which
he fought, pmrtienlarly during the Commit-
tes stages of various measures. He did thai
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because he thought it was his Jduty. I de-
sire to pay a tribute to one to whom I was
politically oppesed but whom T looked upon
as a friend. [ support the motion.

THE PRESIDENT [8.2]: Before putting
the motion, 1 would like to add n few words,
Tring the 23 veavs the late My, Nicholson
was u inembey of this House the more 1 knew
of him the more I appreeiated his qualities
and the more T respected and admired him
as a man whe was very hard-working, ox-
tremely conseientions and imhued with a
splendit spivit of publie service; a man of
rugged honesty of purpose and striet adher-
ence to principle, Before T wus President
of the Couneil, and when [ was on the floor
of this House, I worked with him on many
matters of importance, I remember his
bringing forward certain private Bills with
whieh T did not altogether agree. [ talked
them over with lum and we had many meei-
ings on the issues mnvolved., There were no
ereat principles involved to which he felt
very strongly bound and T found him, when
approached in the proper way, remarknbly
amenable to compromise. When we were
both on the floer of the Iouse in thase days,
he and T got on remarkably well indeed and
whatever differences we might have we wore
usually able to adjnst by a quiet talk to-
gether,

T also found that he was very generous in
a way that was not known even to those who
were most closely associated with him, On
more than one oceasion he approached me
and told me of cireumstanees regarding in-
dividuals. More than once the person con-
cerned was a member of Parliament. T know
that he gave such people generous assistance
and went to the extreme extent of approach-
ing other people with n view to seenring
further help from them. I found hin, when
I knew him well, to be ever kind in another’s
trouble, and he alwavs Jossessed courage in
Lis own, I would like to say, too, as Pre-
sident-——and I know the ‘Chairman of Com-
mittees will agree with me—that as Deputy
Chairman of Committees he vendeved econ-
siderable service both to the Chairman and
myself, He was ever ready to take the Chair
and to assist in any way either the Chairman
and myself and to relieve us of our duties.

Today at St. Andrew’s Church the Rev.
Mr. Tulloch paid an eloquent and beautiful
tribute to the Iate Mr. Nicholson. Tf my
memory serves me rightly he said that A,
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Nicholson was apright in hody, in mind and
in soul, a practical commonsense man who did
good things, instead of dreaming them all day
long. That is what our departed friend and
colleague was, and his memory will long
be kept green in this House and indeed in
Parliament as a whole becanse 1 do not he-
lieve there is a single member of Parliament
who did not regard him as a friend. There
is no member who has not a kindly word for
him, and I do not think he had an e¢nemy
either in Parliament or anywhere else.

(uestion put and passed; members stand-
ing.

House adjourned at 8.10 pm.

Aegislative Assembly.
Wednesday, 17th September, 1941.

PaGE

Questlona : bairylng, cresm gmdlng 677

Bewernge, Groy] ands 877

Justlces of the peace 478

Motlons: ‘Traflc Act, to disallow reguiation .. .. G78
Com| nias. shareholders’ borrowings, to inqu!re

y ect commlttes .. 879

Farm ralists’ debts . 687

Bill: Workers Compensatton Act Amendment, 3E. . a78

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DAIRYING.
Cream Grading.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
coltore: 1, Are Government cream inspectors
instructed to differentiate in any way in
grading cream checked at—(a) factories in
the metropolitan area; (b) factories in coun-
try districts? 2, If such instruetions have
been issued, have any instances been brought
under notice where any differentiation has,
or appears to have taken place? 3, If the
gnswer to question No. 1 is in the affirmative,
what differentiation is permitted, and why?
4, If the answers {0 questions Nos. 1 and 2
are in the negative, ean he explain why state-
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ments are being made at certain eountry
centrey that identieal eream is graded in the
country as second-grade and in the metro-
politan area as first-grade, or even choice
cream? 3, If the answer to question No. 2 is
in the affirmative will he advise what action
has been, or i5 proposed to be, taken to pre-
vent any differentiation? G, If instances as
referred 1o in guestion No, 4 are brought
under his notice by reliable persons, is he pre-
pured to take strong aetion to prevent the
unfair handicap to country factories which
must be occasioned by such practices?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: On a point of explanation, T have
taken the second question asked to he in
the negative instead of the affirmative. 1,
The department has endeavoured to ensure
that a uniform standard for the grading of
eream is maintained at all factories throngh-
out the State. 2, See reply to No. 1, 3, See
reply to No. 1. 4, From time to time, state-
ments are made that ereams supplied altern-
ately to different factories by an individual
farmer are graded into different grades.
Such statements uwsually are made to infer
that cream is being deviated on account of
a lower standard of quality ruling at an
opposition factory. However, the rates paid
for cream vary at factories, and this is
found to be the real reason for deviating
supplies. The Department of Agriculture
endeavours to check grade a reasonable per-
centage of cream at factories, but it is im.
possible to inspeet all eream received. It is
diffieult to attribute a reason for such state-
ments being made unless the full facts are
known. 5, Seec reply to No. 1. 6, The de-
partment would be pleased to receive evi-
dence that differentiation in the grading of
identical creams is Dbeing practised. In-
stances have oceurred where evidenece has
been secured and strong action has heen
taken, and the department is prepared to
take further action should sufficient evidenece
be obtained proving the wrongful grading
of eream by factory operatives.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE, GRAYLANDS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Are any negotiations taking
place hetween the Claremont Couneil and the
department regarding sewerage in the Gray-
lands distriet? 2, Tf so, has anything ve-
sulted ?



